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Geneticist Discusses Ethics of Biotechnology
ABBY MAYS
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

The Lectures Committee brought
professor of molecular biology and
public affairs at Princeton University,
Lee Silver, to campus to speak on his
new book, “Challenging Nature: The
Clash of Science and Spirituality at the
New Frontiers of Life,” on Nov. 8.
A specialist in reproductive technol¬
ogy and public policy, Silver has written
three textbooks on genetics and over
100 articles and has traveled globally
trying to understand how the world
views biotechnology. On Wednesday,
Silver spoke about two contemporary
issues in today’s society: the use of hu¬
man embryos in medical therapies and
the use of genetically modified crops
and animals. After extensive research on
public perception of these issues, Silver
has concluded that molecular biologists
have an “abnormal, view, compared to
normal people.” From his research, Sil¬
ver then arrived at his thesis: religious
and spiritual beliefs play a huge role in
acceptance or rejection of biotechnol¬
ogy. At the end of the talk, Silver also
stated his belief that the world needs
to start moving toward biotechnology

BCSG Learns
from Colby at
Conference
KIRSTEN TERRY
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR

In hopes of exchanging ideas and
improving connections with other
Maine colleges, the Bates College Stu¬
dent Government hosted a student
government conference open to stu¬
dents from Colby, Bowdoin and USM
on campus last Saturday. Only a con¬
tingent from Colby joined Bates stu¬
dents for lunch and discussions, but
BCSG President Bill Jack ’08 called the
meeting “very successful,” due to the
opportunity for extended dialogue as
a small group.
“I found that our student gov¬
ernment is not nearly as efficient as
Colby’s,” said Jack, explaining that
the three officers in attendance from
that school did most of the talking. “I
gather they walked away with very few
ideas on how to change their system,”
Jack continued.
The same cannot be said for the
four Bates representatives at the con¬
ference. “I have spent the entire rest of
the day talking to people about what
was discussed today, and had a lot of
great conversations on potential chang¬
es that we could make,” said Jack.
Jack cited the student representa¬
tion process as something Bates could
easily improve upon. He said that Col¬
by elects a student to their Representa¬
tive Assembly from every dorm, while
Bates elects a representative for every
50 students. They also discovered that
Colby’s student government president
has the privilege of being the first per¬
son to pick his or her dorm room each
year.
“While we learned a lot more from
Colby than they from us, we will not
simply change our system into theirs,”
said Jack.

says that each human embryo, from
the moment of conception, is a human
being. Thus, every cell is an essential
part of a human being, and interfering
with cells is interfering with a human
i''rlife, which is wrong. Opposing views,
t •
like those held by Charles Darwin, say
that because humans evolved from an
/
/
ancestor very close to a chimpanzee,
humans are only humans after birth.
'
Silver said that there must be some
sort of line between a human and a
non-human, but that in today’s society,
that line is completely arbitrary. Darwin
wrote that no scientist can distinguish
where the line is between human and
non-human. Traditional Western re¬
ligions say that there was, in fact, an
ontological discontinuity in a particular
generation that differentiated humans
DAVE ROSENZWEIG/THE BATES STUDENT
from non-humans, and one can put a
finger on that line. Following this be¬
if it continues to support its growing
lief, humans are so from the moment of
population.
conception.
The first part of Silver’s talk covered
In response to all of this, Silver
(the issue of stem, cell research, mainly
could only say that he “does not have
the ethical issues surrounding the use
an answer.” He ’ believes society will
of stem cells. Quoting Robert George,
have to “draw a ’line where there are
a colleague at Princeton, Silver outlined
no lines,” but that the line, and every
the specific ethical objection to stem
line, “will be arbitrary.” This issue will
cells: according to those who oppose
continue to be contested, as it affects
stem cell research, scientific evidence
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very current debates over abortion and
end-of-life issues, as well as developing
issues, like stem cell and embryo clon¬
ing, and other advances in biomedical
technology.
The second part of Silver’s talk fo¬
cused on genetically modified crops
and organisms. He posed the ques¬
tion to the audience of who, if anyone,
should be given the authority to decide
the future of life on earth. He then an¬
swered his question by pointing out
that in traditional Western religion, it is
God’s right to create human souls, and
no one’s right to interfere with God’s
plan. However, Silver also pointed out
that in these traditional beliefs, God has
given humans complete dominion over
animals, and therefore, perhaps, the
power to interfere with their develop¬
ment. This leads, of course, to the think¬
ing that it’s okay to' genetically modify
plants and animals—but not humans—
which is, incidentally, a viewpoint held
by most of those with traditional West¬
ern attitudes, including President Bush.
Silver talked of the disconnect be¬
tween the Western and the Eastern
world , concerning GMOs—in the West,
See SILVER, page 4

Campus Bike Thefts on the Rise
SAM NAGOURNEY
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Thirty-seven bicycle thefts have
been reported to Bates Security so far
in the 2006 calendar year, 21 of which
took place in September and Octo¬
ber. Of the 37 reported, 16 have been
found; four were declared not actual
thefts, and only four of the bikes were
locked. While bikes have been stolen
all over campus, Chase Hall is the pri¬
mary hot spot with five thefts this year.
Wentworth Adams comes in second
with three.
Three bikes were stolen from in¬
side a building, while the rest were
predominately in bike racks or lying
on the ground. Security Officer Mike
Voisine has been instrume ntal in find¬
ing stolen bikes. Not only do all bike
theft reports go through Voisine, but,
according to Officer Shannon Fourni¬
AMELIA LARSEN/THE BATES STUDENT
er, he is a “Bike-finding god... Mike is
More bikes were stolen at Bates in October than in any other month in 2006.
amazing at finding the bikes.... He’s
just got an eye for [it].”
Voisine clarified some of the dif¬ . a story from last year, “A bike was left
man in the chest on Oak Street.”
ferences in bike theft. “There’s a differ¬
unattended in front of a house for 15
The time of the year also has an
ence between missing, lost and stolen.
minutes, and when [the student] came
effect on the amount of bikes stolen.
Legally there are vast differences be¬
back out, it was gone.”
There were no thefts in January and
tween those three statements. A lot of
Students seem to forget the illegal¬
February. Six were stolen last May,
the bikes are more or less borrowed.
ity of “borrowing” bikes. Voisine won¬
but October has had the most with
[If] a student is late for practice or din¬
dered whether students forgot one
15 thefts. Voisine explained that bike
ner, [then] they tend to pick up a bike
of their first childhood lessons, “If it
thefts "often spike when Bates students
and ride it there. ...Some of the popu¬
doesn’t belong to you, don’t touch it.”
are on break, due to juvenile activity.
lar [recovery] spots are the gyms, com¬
Theft of a bike may carry serious con¬
The number and status of bikes
mons [and] Page Hall. A good percent¬
sequences.
stolen can also be misleading. Most
age of missing bikes are recovered at
But bike theft is not perpetuated
cases are listed as open, meaning not
Page, and that has nothing to do with
solely by Bates students-there is a
yet located, but often students find
a student... because there are different
mix of local thieves. Voisine stressed
their bikes and don’t report it to Secu¬
people there every year. That’s just a
the importance of both registering
rity. Voisine encourages students to in¬
geographical issue... [since Page is] a
your bike and reporting it missing.
form Security that they’ve found their
longer walk.”
“Some people think it’s futile,
bikes because they need to update the
Voisine and the rest of security
but... there have been instances where
Police Department. Voisine thought it
suggested registering your bike with
people have been detained for riding
was a pretty logical situation. “If you
their office to increase the likelihood
a stolen bike... as recently as last year.
don’t report that you’ve recovered
and speed of recovery. On top of reg¬
The suspect was a fairly dangerous in¬
your own bicycle, and you’re stopped,
istering, students should lock their
dividual because a week after he was
you’re going to be detained and ques¬
bikes whenever left unattended. Time
arrested at Bates College for theft of tioned about the theft of your own
is of little consequence. Voisine shared
a bike, he was arrested for stabbing a
bike,” he said.

Social Justice
Encourage
Global Activism
JULIE CARTER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

“There is a river connecting Bates
College to Martin Luther King. That
river is Dr. Benjamin Mays,” said Khalil
Nieves to a room of about 10 to 15
people at the Social Justice Institute
sponsored by the Office of Multicultural
Affairs this past weekend. Nieves, the
education specialist of United for a Fair
Economy, emphasized that Dr. Mays
was a civil rights leader and a men¬
tor to Dr. King at Morehouse College.
In April of 1968, the 73-year-old Mays
delivered 39-year- old Martin Luther
King’s eulogy.
Nieves pointed out that today struc¬
tural racism exists in America. “The fed¬
eral government makes programs that
are theoretically meant to help all peo¬
ple.” In reality, “the benefits from these
programs do not come to the black
man,” Nieves said.
Currently there is a New Racial De¬
mand (NRD) in America, said Nieves,
and it is based in the domestic political
economy of a capitalist society. Nieves
and his Racial Wealth Divide Project
work to disintegrate the tie between
skin color and economic status in the
U.S. He works to educate the black
workforce of America. In his opin¬
ion, they need to know that they have
helped create the wealth of America’s
elite. Even those fortunate blacks who
have high-income jobs are constantly
at risk of falling into economic turmoil
due to America’s strongly embedded
structural racism, he said.
“The high income African-Ameri¬
can family is four times more likely to
be steered towards a high interest loan
than a low-income Euro-American fam¬
ily,” said Nieves.
During his talk, Nieves examined
his audience. In the front row were the
three other speakers, the second row
held about five students and two adults
and the third row held about four stu¬
dents, three adults (two of which orga¬
nized the event) and a student from an¬
other college. He looked them all in the
eye and said, “The Nation-state is being
eroded. The people are taking human
rights [which include economic rights]
into their hands,” he said. “I want you
to be part of the process.”
The three other speakers presented
on other unjust social circumstances
in America and hpw they were work¬
ing to fight the injustice. Mily-Trevino
Sauceda, a Mexican-American, works
with Lidered Campesinas in Southern
California to alleviate the plight of the
Hispanic female farm worker. Nader
Tadros, the Egyptian founder and di¬
rector of People’s Advocacy, spoke of
his effort to combat genital mutilation
of Egyptian women. The men were torturing these women in Egypt to assert
and maintain power them. He stressed
that to fight social injustice most suc¬
cessfully, “we need to know the root of
the problem.”
According to Tadros, the root of
the problem seems to be found in the
people who have the most power in so¬
ciety. Tadros asked his audience to try
to illustrate on a piece of paper what
power meant to them. Everyone’s drawSee SOCIAL JUSTICE, page 4
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No Girls Allowed
TOM FLANAGAN
MANAGING FORUM
EDITOR

I live on an all¬
male floor. Twen¬
ty-three guys, two
bathrooms, and a
whole lot of manli¬
ness. 1 can’t remem¬
ber a single time I’ve used our sink
when it wasn’t completely covered
in someone’s beard trimmings. Some¬
times the coverage is so extensive
you need the hands of a surgeon just
to lay your toothbrush down in such
a way that it won’t touch a hair. There
are always some magazines scattered
around on the floor, most of which
have covers that may or may not be
interpreted as demeaning to or sexualizing women. Of course, it’s the
hard-hitting journalism they provide
that brings them to our floor.
After a weekend night, the ques¬
tion is never, “Is there puke in the
bathroom?” The question is more like,
“Is there so much puke in the bath¬
room that I need to brush my teeth
in the water fountain?” Even after our
bathrooms get scrubbed to perfection,
a distinct odor lingers - an odor with
an ingredient list that starts with beer
and body odor and only gets worse.
Obviously, everyone should clean
up after himself. That’s not happening
nearly enough, but that’s also not the
point of my article. The point is that
a men’s bathroom is a vile, disgust¬
ing lair of filth that a woman should
never enter. Yet women do use men’s
bathrooms, and they use them all the
time. They do it willingly and then act
offended or repulsed when they no¬
tice its gross contents, which some¬
times actually include the men whose
bathroom it is.
For example, as' I forcefully
opened the door to our bathroom
one night this past weekend I almost
knocked a girl out cold. Since it’s a
men’s bathroom, we’re not used to
someone standing guard six inches
inside the door. Does that mean we
should always burst through the door
like Kramer from "Seinfeld"? May¬
be not, but it’s also a bit ridiculous
to stand guard in a bathroom large
enough to have two stalls and three
showers. If your friend’s stage fright
is that severe you two should do
some exploring and find the all-girls
floor. For these girls, learning that
lesson almost earned them a trip to
St. Mary’s. Hopefully others can learn
the same lesson without sustaining a
concussion.
There is simply nothing to be
gained from co-ed bathrooms. Last
year, I lived on a very large co-ed
floor that had a men’s bathroom at
one end and a women’s bathroom
at the other. I lived right next to the
women’s bathroom, so the men’s was
roughly a quarter-mile away. Consid¬
ering how lazy I am, I’m extremely
proud to say that I didn’t cave and
use the women’s bathroom a single
time all year long. Some may read
that and think, “Wow, isn’t that good
of him to have so much respect for
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women’s privacy.” In reality, though,
the feelings or comfort of the women
on my floor had absolutely nothing
to do with my decision. I avoided
that bathroom like the plague for the
good of my feelings and my comfort.
Maybe you’ll say I’m too oldfashioned or too conservative. I say
I don’t like listening to a girl pee, and
I’m pretty sure my stance is logical.
I had to deal with this whenever the
lazy ladies at the other end of my hall
decided not to make the noble walk
to the opposite end and intruded in
our bathroom.
As a guy, standing there brush¬
ing my teeth and seeing a girl or two
come in and head for a stall was one
of the most awkward experiences I
had last year. Even in the best-case
scenario, I had to turn on all the fau¬
cets and start singing. And then how
am I supposed to make conversation
when she comes out and stands next
to me to wash her hands? “Hey there,
sounds like you’re well hydrated.”
As bad as that is, it’s not even the
worst possible situation. How about
when a girl comes hustling in doing
the taco night two-step? If a person
living on a college meal plan moves
from the door to the stall in less than
two seconds, it’s bad news. If you’re a
man and the person running past you
chugging out of a bottle of Pepto is a
woman, it’s a code red. There should
be a separate fire alarm that goes
off in the bathroom in those cases.
Blaring horn, blinding strobe lights,
whatever it takes to indicate to any
man on the premises that he needs
to evacuate.
There were times I ran out of the
bathroom with a mouth full of tooth
paste just because I got a bad vibe
about what was going to happen, and
someone could prove that swallow¬
ing a pint of toothpaste will take a
year off my life and I'd still have no
regrets. Being present while a girl en¬
dures Commons dysentery would be
far more damaging to me than losing
a mere year of my life. It would shake
my whole concept of the universe.
I remember touring Connecticut
College and hearing our guide boast
about all the co-ed bathrooms they
had on campus. She began explain¬
ing how enlightened and mature it
made everyone. I began gently sob¬
bing at the back of the group. Since I
feel so strongly about this issue now,
you can probably imagine where I
stood three years ago. Actually, this
might be the one issue on which my
opinion has not remotely wavered
since coming to college. If I can avoid
it, I don’t even want to share a bath¬
room with my wife - I am that serious
about this.
When I walk into my bathroom
here at Bates and I instantly start
coughing and gagging on the fumes,
my only solace is being absolutely
certain that one of the big hairy men
on my floor was the culprit. If I lose
that confidence, I won’t be able to
function. So please, women of Bates,
for the sake of our mental well-being,
stay out of our bathrooms. Or else I
will smash you with the door.
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Lett6 IS
Legislators
SayThanks
To the Editor:
As the Legislators representing
the Bates College area, we thank the
students, staff and faculty who sup¬
ported our candidacies on Nov. 7.
We particularly appreciated meeting
so many students in Chase Hall prior
to the election. Thanks to those who
organized that opportunity.
We are available to the entire
community in any of its endeavors
that relate to Maine state issues. You
also have a standing invitation to
come visit us once the Legislature is
back in session in January. We are
eager to connect the Bates commu¬
nity to state government.
Peggy Rotunclo, Senate District
16 (mrotundo@bates.edu)
Margaret Craven, House District
72 (mcraven@midmaine.com)
Richard Wagner, House District
73 (rwagner@bates.edu)

Opposition to Rally Was
Informed, Not Ignorant
To the Editor:
I have .a few questions for Ms. Reed
after reading last week's article, “Student
Criticism of Rally Reveals Discomfort
with Strong Statements.” First, is favor¬
ing diplomacy to hostility “ignorant”?
Second, is analyzing an issue such as
the diversity rally by looking at the facts
“ignorant”? Does taking the time to ac¬
tually make a comment on die rally and
not, just ignore it mean “ignorance"?
The not-wholly positive response from
the wider Bates population to the rally,
Ms. Reed claims, is because of this ig¬
norance. While I mostly agree with Ms.
Reed diat the tone of die rally was ap¬
propriate, I believe she goes about sup¬
porting this claim in the wrong way.
Her article questions the integrity of a
typical Bates student to “judge” those
rallying for diversity. However, she
- and not the typical Bates student (if
there is such a thing, another claim her
article stresses) - is making the “per¬
sonal” judgments she purports to de¬
spise. To claim that the white students
at Bates cannot handle confrontation is
just as much of a stereotype as some¬
one calling the black students “angry.”
I believe many student responses to

the rally were not a judgment of those
rallying, but of the way in which the
rally was executed (i.e. quite cynically
and confrontationally). Ms. Reed, how¬
ever, is not judging only the reactions of
the Bates student population but their
very integrity as 'enlightened' human
beings. An article praising and focus¬
ing on the rally itself would, I believe,
help the cause - and I agree that the
cause is worth helping - much more
than one that focuses on discrediting
not only others’ opinions but their level
of knowledge as a whole. To attack an
argument whose approach is analytical
and concerned (perhaps threatened)
but certainly not hateful in nature sim¬
ply because it disagrees with one’s own
opinion is “ just as bad as the 'typical
Bates student' writing off the opinions
of the members of the rally.
I am what Ms. Reed might con¬
sider a 'typical Batesie,' and I was
not threatened by or opposed to the
tone of the rally. However, those who
were or who disagreed with its con¬
tent deserve to voice their opinions
without being discredited immedi¬
ately as “ignorant,” defensive Batesies.
Kim Nelson ’08

Defense of Diversity Rally Overgeneralizes Opposition
To the Editor:
In one broad stroke last week, Erin
Reed ’08 painted each and every person
who had a negative opinion of the “150
Year Scandal” rally as racists and/or ig¬
noramuses. “White upper- and middleclass” students (and particularly men, for
some reason), she wrote, are “uncom¬
fortable [and] defensive” because “white,
privileged culture” does not approve of
“rallies, facts and confrontations.” That
she ‘defends’ the anti-racism rally by
making blanket statements about a class

of people based on their skin color and
economic status is rather ironic. Particu¬
larly'ironic is that she writes about how it
is the “upper-middle class, white way” to
conduct business “in a proper, calm, un¬
threatening way,” implying that there is a
“lower-class, black way” which consists
of “being loud, ‘making a scene,’ having
a strong opinion and being openly an¬
gry;” an opinion which, if I had held it,
would be considered ..quite racist. I wish
I had the space to address the extreme
biases that pervade her article.
This sentiment, that the rally and

its leaders should be beyond criticism,
strikes me as similar to that of a certain
U.S. president whose name escapes
me at the moment. It is important for
people to realize that the rally could
easily have been put together in a way
that didn’t turn others away. Bates stu¬
dents are smart enough to tell when an
argument isn’t quite right. Give us real
facts and solid research, not exaggera¬
tions designed to incite fervor in people
who won’t stop to think. Experienced
See RALLY SIMPLIFIES, page 3

Stereotypes About Black Student
Athletes Must Be Addressed
To the Editor:
The Athletic Department must
come together and address solutions
for racial awareness and education at
Bates. The NCAA rules and regula¬
tions provide a template for an effort
to create diversity of awareness for
teams and especially what it means to
be on a team with people from dif¬
ferent backgrounds, races or creeds.

Being part of an athletic team on a
college campus can provide a sup¬
port system for players and issues of
diversity can be addressed both in¬
side the confines of sports and exter¬
nally within the larger college context.
Bates College, a Division III college in
Maine, lacks a significant number of
athletes and coaches of color within
the department. This makes it very
difficult to recruit students of color

who want to play sports but become
turned off by the lack of representa¬
tion. Locker-room talk becomes a par¬
ticular problem when there are people
who ignore the implications of words
that may impact someone of a differ¬
ent background. Regarded as one
of the top schools in the nation, one
way to promote and expand this posiSee ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT, page 3

Current Dialogue on Race Misses the Mark
To the Editor:
The dialogue that has been print¬
ed in The Student in the wake of the
rally organized by the group that is
now calling themselves the Diversity
Coalition has been characterized by a
certain unwillingness to see any merit
in the arguments of the opposing side.
The two articles to which I refer were
written by Nick Bauer two weeks ago
and Erin Reed last week.
The first article criticized the rally
for being “too divisive,” a claim that

We Shall
Overcome

seems to me to be absolutely unim¬
portant, even if it is correct - this was
the .same charge that was leveled at the
1960’s civil rights movement. I should
hope that we can all agree that what
really matters is the substance behind
a complaint, not its manner of pre¬
sentation. The DC has legitimate com¬
plaints, which Bauer admits himself.
To claim that the group is “illogical” is
to misunderstand their claims.
That said, to dismiss all the criti¬
cisms that Bauer had of the DC’s claims
of racism, by decrying him as (subcon-

See FIGHTING, page 3

See IN DISCUSSIONS, page 3

Grammatical Errors Weaken
Important Statements
To the Editor:

To the Editor:
Diversity has become the topic of
conversation not only in The Bates
Student but around campus as well.
Phrases such as “us against them,”
“the angry black students need to
calm down” and “the majority of the
students are white, privileged and
from New England” have amalgamat¬
ed into confusion on the part of many.
In April of 1963, Martin Luther King
Jr. was arrested and placed in jail. In
his famous “Letter from Birmingham
Jail” he wrote, “We will have to repent
in this generation not merely for the
hateful words and actions of the bad
people but for the appalling silence of
the good people.” I urge you not to
silence the good people, the people
who can help, the people who want
to help. Many white students on cam¬
pus have felt silenced, myself includ¬
ed. My reservations about writing this
letter stemmed from my status as a
white male who resides in New Eng¬
land and comes from a middle-class

sciously?) racist, is also unproductive.
It is possible that, as a white male, it
is easy to be immediately opposed to
any attack against a system by which
we have profited, but our being white
and male does not necessarily invali¬
date our every opinion on the subject.
Bauer made some good points in his
article. For example, the percentages
of students who are Asian and Native
American actually exceed the New
England percentages for the same

Perhaps, since I am a Math and Phi¬
losophy double-major. I’m a bit more
meticulous (or anal-retentive, for those
less charitable) than most of the Bates
community. My neurotic attention to
detail notwithstanding, I doubt many
would disagree that effective commu¬
nication skills form a vital part of the
foundation of a Bates education.
When it comes to several of the
postings' about campus, however, I
find a glaring lack of proper spelling,
grammar and syntax. I believe, for ex¬
ample, that it’s very important to draw
attention to underlying racist attitudes
that pervade the structure of institu¬
tions such as Bates. It detracts from the
impact of such a message, however,
when one tries to define “Anti-Racim,”
or inserts a superfluous colon or two
into otherwise acceptable sentences.
The import of a message written on the
board in the library diminishes when
someone (not me, I assure you) feels
the need to con-ect several errors with
t^red marker.
Errors are by no means confined
to student-written posters. According

to signs in Commons, “Individuals may
take on piece of fruit” on their way out
the door, and “Commons is holding
it’s annual” pumpkin-carving contest.
Signs trying to get me and my fellow
students to confront our own apathy
to environmental issues urge, “This
Halloween, be the hero.. Eliminate the
vampires in your room.” The power of
this message lessens when one notices
the two periods in the middle of this
quote - one too many to separate two
sentences, one too few to form an el¬
lipsis.
If you find me overbearing, overzealous or overly critical in expressing
my frustration, please forgive me. I
simply find it rather exasperating that
members of an academic community
would be so careless in their written
expression. Every error I’ve found
stood out in something that was impor¬
tant for me to read, from postings of
Commons regulations to posters urging
the recognition of racist values, overt or
otherwise. Surely, if something’s worth
saying, it’s worth proofreading first.
*
<
Graham Enos ’07
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In Discussions of Racism, There Is Room for A Middle Ground
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

groups. When Reed claims that Bauer’s
opinion is of no substance, she com¬
mits the same crime of “simply shutting
down” that she accuses him of commit¬
ting. Just because someone speaks from
a privileged perspective does not liber¬
ate you from having to listen to what
they say; it instead places an increased
burden of proof upon the speaker.
I agree with much of what the DC
says. A hate-crime policy, an end to
racial profiling by security, increased
diversity discussion and a social jus¬
tice general education requirement all
seem to be perfectly reasonable. I am
not entirely convinced of the merit of
all of their goals, however. I am writing
this article to stimulate and hopefully
redirect further discussion. I would like
to emphasize that I do not propose to
have the answers to the questions I will
raise.
One thing that I wish that the DC
would acknowledge is that Bates is not
the ultimate cause of the problems that
vex them. The low enrollment numbers
of Blacks and Hispanics is more like¬
ly an indication of a small Black and
Hispanic applicant pool than of rac¬
ism in admissions. This is very much
caused by structural income inequality,
of which I’m sure everyone is aware.

The same inequality creates a paucity of
candidates for departmental positions.
However, another reason that qualified
minority candidates avoid Bates is one
that Bauer presents: “you can’t force
people to want to come to Lewiston,
ME.” We already know that minority ap¬
plicants are given preferential treatment
in the selection process. Is it not pos¬
sible that Bates is already doing what
they can to produce diversity within the
confines of the system in which they
operate?
There has been some talk of admis¬
sions and hiring quotas. I would like to
point out that such systems have been
ruled unconstitutional by the Supreme
Court and so cannot be used in public
institutions. Though Bates is private and
so could enact a quota with impunity,
we must ask if we really want such a
system in place here. It seems to me that
choosing whom to hire or accept based
on race is seen by many as fundamen¬
tally unfair, and that there are only two
ways to justify such a choice. The first is
that historical (direct) and current (typi¬
cally structural) oppression of these rac¬
es means that such a program of social
leveling can be seen as just. The second
is that such a hiring/acceptance policy
would increase diversity on campus. If
the first justification is the case, doesn’t
it make more sense to enact a quota

system based on socio-economic status,
since many of the same structures op¬
press non-racial groups as well? If it is
the second, is it not true that there are
more types of diversity than racial that
should also be considered?
I feel that I should attempt to defend
myself peremptorily from an attack that
I feel will be made. It will be pointed
out that “qualified" is an increasingly ar¬
bitrary term, as those of us who have
undergone the college application pro¬
cess will admit. I feel that I should point
out, however, that simply by attending
Bates, all of us have tacitly agreed to
be judged by these standards. Many of
us perhaps wonder why we shell out
$44,350 annually for our education. I
can assure you that it is not necessar¬
ily for the quality of the learning. As a
transfer student I know for a fact that a
motivated student can receive an equiv¬
alent education for at least $10,000 a
year less. The extra money that we pay
goes to build impressive buildings and
renovate the old ones, to purchase all
the technological amenities that a 'firstclass education' requires and to hire
professors who have worked their way
up through the same system. The ex¬
tra money we spend is for something
much less concrete than a good edu¬
cation - the prestige of this “first-class
education.”

Fighting An Invisible Enemy
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

background. I felt compelled though to
share my feelings in hopes that they are
echoed by others.
Last week’s article titled “Student
Criticism of Rally Reveals Discomfort
with Strong Statements,” though pas¬
sionate and direct, did not seem to
provide any solutions or even reasons
why Bates is not more diverse. If any¬
thing, the author stereotyped the ma¬
jority of students as privileged, white
New Englanders who do not want their
dinner with the “Old Boys' Club” to be
disrupted by belligerent protesters yell¬
ing about diversity. This could not be
further from the truth. Martin Luther
King Jr. would have been appalled by
the article, for he believed you should
embrace the “enemy,” not antagonize
them. The enemy, though, is not white
students or even the institution itself.
There is no enemy, only a society of
people who, over the past three cen¬
turies, have socially and economically
marginalized certain members for a
variety of reasons including the color
of their skin. Our generation has been
charged (somewhat unfairly) with the
crimes and injustices of those who have
come before us, and thus it has become
our responsibility to correct the wrong¬
doings of the past and prevent the vi¬
cious cycles of history from continuing.
I am a student of history. If you

look at my bookcase you will find the
following titles: "The Struggle for Black
Equality," "Freedom Summer," "My Soul
is Rest," "Thurgood Marshall: American
Revolutionary," "The Sixties: Years of
Hope," "Days of Rage," "In Struggle,"
"The Huey P. Newtown Reader," "Com¬
ing of Age in Mississippi," and my own
thesis titled “The Life and Times of a
Pullman Porter” which explores the for¬
mation of the black middle class dur¬
ing the early 20th century. My advisor,
mentor and friend Hilmar Jensen is Af¬
rican-American. He and I have spent
hours discussing not only the Civil
Rights Movement of the 1960s but the
reasons why the momentum gained 50
years ago has ceased. I have hanging
on my wall a picture of four members
of the Student Non-Violent Coordinat¬
ing Committee (SNCC) chained to the
entrance of a segregated restaurant. I
embrace not only diversity but its tur¬
bulent history, recognizing the need for
change.
The problem we are facing does not
lie within the boundaries of Bates Col¬
lege, I’m afraid, but rather within the
borders of society. The college should
and will continue to embrace diversity
but until society changes as a whole,
we will struggle. True change begins
at the grass-roots level. Think about
how many Bates students join Teach
for America or the Peace Corp? These
students are working at the heart of

the problem. Think about how many
students go on to become teachers,
encouraging and inspiring students of
all races to pursue knowledge, for it is
knowledge that creates understanding
and tolerance. Instead of writing com¬
ments back and forth on a whiteboard
or letters to the newspaper, why not
spend two or three hours a week with
a struggling Somali student who has
just arrived. Maybe devote one of your
summers to an Outward Bound pro¬
gram. Or perhaps sit down and read
a chapter or two of one of King’s many
books. We, blacks and whites, profes¬
sors and students, are all privileged to
be at Bates College, no matter what
our background. We should not be
protesting or fighting among ourselves
but should look to action as our voice.
If you embrace not only diversity but
humanity, I am convinced the world
will become a better place. I leave you
with the words of King, modified a bit,
but powerful nonetheless: “If you will
protest courageously, and yet with dig¬
nity and Christian love, when the his¬
tory books are written in future genera¬
tions, the historians will have to pause
and say, ‘There lived a great people—a
[Bates] people—who injected new
meaning and dignity into the veins of
civilization.’”

Understanding this is vital to see
why it would be very difficult for Bates
to enact any meaningful change to a
system that discourages minority appli¬
cants. To lower the price would be to
make itself less competitive with similar
colleges, because the school would not
be able to provide the amenities that
other schools have: many professors for
small classes, expensive technologies for
advanced learning and many extracur¬
ricular activities for more well-rounded
people. The school would become un¬
attractive to 'top students,' and when
fewer 'top students' attend a school, it
loses prestige. Don’t fool yourselves:
Bates is very much in the business of
selling prestige and it costs top-dollar. And at a school that costs top-dollar economically oppressed groups are
bound to be poorly represented.
I really do believe that there is a
solution to this self-perpetuating racial
divide but I do not claim to have it. Un¬
til we do have a solution, though, we
should recognize the real problems that
we face. Of course, we should do what
we can to combat structural discrimina¬
tion in the setting in which we find our¬
selves, and, as I said in the beginning of
this letter, I firmly propone many of the
DC’s goals.
Sam Evans-Brown '09

Rally Simplifies
Complex Issue

CORRECTION: The news article
“Green Power Earns EPA Mention”
printed in the Nov. 7 issue states that
an institution of Bates' size “would
need to buy at least one percent
of its electricity from renewable
sources” to qualify for the Green
Power Leadership Club. The correct
figure is 18 percent.
ADDENDUM: Information was
left out of last week's article “BCSG
Passes Two Resolutions” regard¬
ing RA 07-18, a bill that was passed
which appealed to President Hansen
to help to improve lighting on Frye
Street. Though the bill described
attempts to contact other offices
as “fruitless and ineffective,” the
sponsors of the bill ask that it be
clear that the respective offices were
extremely helpful and President
Hansen was approached because the
issue is under the jurisdiction of the
city of Lewiston._

DIGITZ
18,000
The cost, in dollars, of maintain¬
ing the ink and toner levels in print¬
ers Ladd Ref 1 and Ladd Ref 2 for a
single year.

150,000
The monetary damages, in
pounds, that a family is seeking after
the contents of a Greyhound bus toi¬
let were dumped through the open
sunroof of their vehicle. They found
themselves covered in feces, urine
and toilet paper.

15
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racist remarks? That’s what we need you
to educate us about, not, 'tuition is high;
therefore, the administration is negligent.'
Diversity at Bates is a real issue, one that
goes beyond just race and deserves care¬
ful and accurate study and discussion,
not harsh rhetoric that oversimplifies the
problem.
I want to point out that many students
have approached me to thank me for my
article, for saying what needed to be said.
And, it may surprise a few people, some
of these students were not white. Who
would have thought there might be a di¬
versity of opinions among people of the
same race?
There is no question that our commu¬
nity needs to become more diverse, and
in more ways than just race. Demands
and gross generalizations only succeed in
sowing discord and suspicion. We can’t
just be willing to talk; we must also be
willing to listen.
Nicholas Bauer ’08
'Calculated from Bates Facts 1996/97:
Institutional Profile and Bates Facts
1997/98: Institutional Profile, Office of
Planning and Analysis, Bates College.

The age of a Romanian girl who
swallowed a toothbrush while imitat¬
ing extreme moves from adult films.
Doctors said that if the brush does
not come out naturally they will op¬
erate.

20
The number of years for which a
Brazilian man has been addicted to
funerals. It started with his own fa¬
ther's funeral, and he has since quit
his job to be able to attend funerals
every day and feed his addiction.

4,982
The price, in dollars, of a pizza
made by a Scottish chef that was sold
on eBay. The ingredients of the piz¬
za include Scottish smoked salmon,
medallions of venison, champagnesoaked caviar, lobster marinated in
the finest cognac and 24-carat gold
shavings
Sources: ananova.com, tech as¬
sistant list serve, abc.net.au, usatoday.com

Athletic Department
Bombarding Voters Does Not Needs to Be Proactive
Always Help the Campaign
Brent S. Bette ’07

letes and say that they may be: genetically
predisposed(black peoplecan runfaster, jump
higher, etc.) or only at that school because
of their athletic ability and not their intellect.
The perception that African-American ath¬
letes perform better on the field has created
a bias that says black student-athletes are
only good at sports. In the case of Bates,
people often omit that the college is first and
foremost an academic institution and that we
are here because we qualified academically
as well as athletically. Bates College is a
place where people can excel in the class¬
room as well as on the athletic fields if they
so choose. But, first and foremost, it is an
institution at which we all strive to achieve
as students.
Given the stereotypes of black athletes
and the lack of students and faculty diver¬
sity in the athletic departments, Bates and
the Athletic Department must make a strong
commitment to address these issues and
work to change them.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

CATHERINE GREEN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

I’m the kind of girl who is ecstatically fascinated
whenever she gets to do anything remotely adult. I live
for the milestones in life that signify me entering the
adult world. As I type this, I’m on a public bus to Boston
by myself for the first time, and it is taking every fiber of
my being not to have a superbly emo, indie-movie mo¬
ment, in which I might stare out the window thoughtful¬
ly, contemplating my impending maturity, accompanied
by that “Let Go” song from the Garden State soundtrack.
Yeah, you know the one.
So, of course, I was eager to vote for the first time.
I made sure to register during orientation - studiously
filling out my address and social security number so that
I could have my voice heard and join the adult world
as a constituent. As election time drew near, however, I
began to notice an abundance of emails from the Bates
Democrats' (I see you Jason Buxbaum), mailing list
which I joined during the jarring, sensory overload that
is the activities fair. I’m all for Democrats but this was
early October and I was already feeling a little over¬
whelmed. Then came the signs. They sprouted up all
over campus and Lewiston, advertising the different can¬
didates and their many advantages over their running
mates. This wasn’t so bad. The signs blended in with
the pictures of Bob Saget and requests for contributions
to Seed magazine, and generally I could ignore them or
forget them after judging the candidate’s preference of
sign lay-out (Blue on top of red? Red on top of blue? Are
stars too flashy? The decisions are endless). Then the
advertising crossed the line.
I take an hour-and-a-half out of my week to escape
and enjoy “The Office” and “Grey’s Anatomy” on Thurs¬
day nights. Judge me as you will based on my taste in
TV, this is my time to forget about the insane amount
of reading I have put off and the horrible practice I
am still recovering from. I treasure it. It is my anti-drug.
When my potential for bliss during this time is hindered
by mind-numbing commercials that look as though they
were filmed in a trashy basement by the candidate’s
second cousin, I get testy. As my irritation level grows,
democracy begins to lose its status as a priority to me,
which is truly sad. I refuse to be another apathetic teen¬
ager, and it upsets me that I begin to slip in that direc¬
tion during the build-up to the elections. I mean aren’t
the campaigns supposed to get us revved up to vote?
This suggests that perhaps the tactics used by political
! parties to get the attention of “young people” and moti¬

vate them to hightail it to the voting booth are backfiring
- repelling students instead.
Election Day. I had my day planned out, with plenty
of time to head to the Armory after lunch and vote. As
my roommate and I approached Commons, we caught
sight of the many, many signs posted and the people
milling around outside. While I’m sure it seems like a
grand idea for most clubs to situate themselves outside
Chase Hall and accost innocent passers by to alert them
of their urgent cause, I loathe it. I get anxious upon
seeing any kind of table set up outside for fear of what
excuse I may have to make up to get out of whatever
they’re selling. I deflected the very-excited Democrats
by accepting a pin and promising to vote. Inside Com¬
mons, pamphlets and handouts were scattered over the
tables, listing the qualities of the Democrat candidates
for several positions. Again, I was kind of done with the
elections and the democratic process altogether at this
point, but I will give the Bates Democrats snaps for their
undying persistence. I walked outside and approached
the table to ask a question. Bad move, Green. Before I
had even opened my mouth, several volunteers began
shouting at me shrilly, asking me if I had voted yet. No.
No, I have not voted yet. I was just on my way to do so
and I want to know what I need to bring. Now, however,
I am in such a bad mood I honestly couldn’t care less
who the hell is running and whether they support TA¬
BOR or kicking puppies for sport. After narrowly escap¬
ing, I shuffled over to the Armory, following the arrows
(which are reminiscent of those early Goofy cartoons in
which he learns to dance and hilarity ensues... maybe
that’s just me) and did my thing.
Voting was probably one of the most delightfully
mundane rites of passage I’ve ever undergone, the
equivalent of waiting in line for my driver’s license, but
I’m glad I did it. As I walked back to my dorm to nap
- another high-ranking priority of my day - all I could
think was “Thank freaking God, the madness can end.”
Is relief that it’s over really what we should be feeling
after exercising our most basic rights as American citi¬
zens? I understand that the overzealous motivation/guilttrip schemes utilized by parties are an effort to reverse
the political indifference of our generation but instead
these practices are alienating possible voters. Eighteento twenty-four-year-olds don’t need cheerleaders to get
us to vote; it’s up to us to fully grasp that it’s more than
a duty as an American but also a privilege to vote for
these offices and, unfortunately, this just can’t be forced
with tacky commercials and over-caffeinated political
volunteers.

tion would be to bring in more students of
color who can speak for a larger and more
diverse population outside of our bubble.
While the lack of diversity in sports pro¬
grams is one problem, another problem that
black athletes constantly have to deal with is
people’s preconceived notion that black ath¬
letes are supposed to have better capabili¬
ties in sports than anyone else, according to
the stereotype of physical prowess. For ex¬
ample, in 2004, the Air Force football coach
Fisher DeBerry was quoted in a press con¬
ference: “Afro-American kids can run very,
very well. That doesn’t mean that Caucasian
kids and other descents can’t run, but it’s
very obvious to me they run extremely well.”
One reason why we’re sure this misconcep¬
tion is commonplace has to do with societal
attitudes about black athletes. People draw
such generalizations from NBA and NFL
players and movies such as "Friday Night
Lights." People see the high level of talent
within professional and collegiate black ath-

Eric Obeng ’07 and Rob Munro ’08

BATES RATES
Bob Saget and
Alexandra McHale

Thanksgiving break

TYou know it's a great show
when a kid in the audience paid
$10 just to be repeatedly told
that he's sexually inadequate.

/Is
'

Admit up front that you'll get
absolutely no work done and
you'll enjoy it more.

Harvest Dinner

At least it doesn't feel strange
lining up for dinner at 4:00 p.m.
since it's pitch black by then.

Violent clashes between
Bates students and
Lewiston residents

Take a breather, diversity. Town/
gown relations might take over
as the hot-button topic for the
next few weeks.

NEWS
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'Seeds of Peace' Shapes Senior's
Philosophy on Peace and Conflict

tCfje pate# ^tubent -

Lessons from Black College Exchange Social Justice
PETER SERAFINI
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

AMELIA LARSEN/THE BATES STUDENT
Topics Sarah Janoff '07 encountered during her summer at Seeds of Peace
inspired her thesis topic.

MARI KENTON WRIGHT
DEPUTY EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Teenagers from some of the most
conflict-ridden regions of the world
come together every summer to put
aside their differences and make peace
at a special place tucked away in the
lakes region of Maine. This haven is an
international summer camp, created by
the non-profit organization Seeds of
Peace, which has worked to eradicate
lasting ethnic and national conflicts
around the world by teaching young
people tolerance, communication and
respect in a serene and supportive en¬
vironment since 1993.
Sarah Janoff, a senior philosophy
major, worked at the Seeds of Peace In¬
ternational Camp this past summer as
a counselor and mediator. Her experi¬
ence with Seeds of Peace had a lasting
impact on her worldview, leading her to
write a year-long thesis which will cen¬
ter on her involvement with the peacepromoting organization, she says.
In' addition to living with camp¬
ers and leading typical camp activities,
such as arts and crafts and canoe out¬
ings, Janoff played a crucial role in fa¬
cilitating positive interactions between
teenagers from opposing sides of wartorn regions. Her campers-known as
“Seeds”--hailed from places such as Is¬
rael, the Gaza Strip, Egypt, Jordan, In¬
dia, Pakistan, the Balkans, Cyprus and
Afghanistan.
“Many of them had never seen a
Palestinian or an Israeli before,” Janoff
said. “Through their experience at
camp they discovered that they really
aren’t that different from one another.”
The camp is set up as a traditional
sleep-away summer camp, with bunks,
a mess hall and water sports. However,
it is unique in its emphasis on interac¬
tion between campers who would not
normally meet one another on peaceful
terms in their respective homelands.
“While Seeds of Peace is technically
a camp, it’s not really. Every aspect of
the experience is that you’re forcing
interaction and teaching important les¬
sons through activities,” Janoff said.
Campers take part in daily discus¬
sion sessions with students from dif¬
ferent nationalities and ethnicities to
discuss their experiences and to learn
about those of their fellow campers.
Janoff described how this activity is
intended to break down barriers and
prejudices that are at the core of many
political, religious and ethnic disputes.
“In these groups, they discuss their
conflicts, their feelings, they listen to
each other’s stories and this makes up
the heart of the camp," she said.
"It teaches the campers that they
must work out their problems through

interaction and it teaches them that they
can be together and can work together
effectively.”
A young Israeli can comfortably be¬
come friends with a young Palestinian
while at camp, but their home country
does not always provide such a tolerant
setting for this kind of progress. Janoff
explained that Seeds of Peace keeps in
close contact with its camp graduates,
to ensure that students continue to feel
safe in their decision to participate.
“Many campers go back to their
home countries and are called traitors,
their friends no longer like them, their
families feel they have betrayed them,”
she said. “Seeds of Peace keeps these
former campers close and involved
with things like leadership summits and
weekly e-mails because they want them
to know and to feel that they are sup¬
ported.”
While Janoff is certain that she was
able to have a positive and enduring in¬
fluence on her campers, she is quick to
add that the camp and its participants
have changed her own worldview and
beliefs.
“I’m Jewish and I grew up think¬
ing that Israel was always in the right
--being part of Seeds of Peace really
changed my opinion on that,” she said.
“I definitely realized that I’m not pro-Israel or pro-Palestine, but each side has
its own issues and has things they need
to talk about. It opened up my eyes a
lot about how many things they need
to talk about. I think it also made me
realize how brave these kids are.”
Janoffs experience with Seeds of
Peace has inspired her to write a phi¬
losophy thesis that focuses on the ide¬
ology of the camp and its organization.
“I’m really interested in ethics in phi¬
losophy and I knew after this summer
that Seeds of Peace was what I wanted
to write my thesis about,” explained
Janoff. “I’m thinking about the ques¬
tion of whether humans are naturally
aggressive and violent and why war is
how we choose to solve our conflicts.
If this is the case, how does Seeds of
Peace work to change that?”
Janoffs thesis will discuss every as¬
pect of the international camp and how
each works to break down habitual acts
of violence in regional conflicts. She is
currently researching psychological
studies that examine peace and conflict
processes in human nature.
Janoff, who is hoping to participate
in Teach for America next year, said she
is confident that her experience with
Seeds of Peace will affect her future ca¬
reer decisions.
“ft was really amazing. I hope to go
back next summer,” she said. “I’d like to
keep Seeds of Peace in my life one way
or another. It’s definitely changed me.”
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Ever wonder what it would be like
to go to school with a black majority? If
you're in the majority, can you imagine
putting yourself in the shoes of a mi¬
nority at Bates?
One Bates alumnus did just that. In
1995, Jeremy Root ’97 spent a year at
Morehouse College, an all-male black
majority college in Atlanta, GA.
On Nov. 7, the African American
studies department, along with Ameri¬
can cultural studies, education depart¬
ment, the division of interdisciplinary
programs, the division of social sciences
and the Multicultural Center, sponsored
a lecture by Root called, “Can a White
Boy from Oregon Become a Morehouse
Man?"
Root was the first student from Bates
to participate in the exchange program
to Morehouse. As an ACS major from
Eugene, Ore., Root said he wanted to
go to Morehouse to experience African
American culture. “I knew there was
something I wasn’t getting at Bates,”
said Root, explaining why he wanted to
live as a minority.
Root recommends this “indoctri¬
nation lesson” to all Batesies. He also
mentioned the lack of diversity on the
Bates campus as a reason for attending
Morehouse. “As you all know, Bates has
issues involved with race. This institu¬
tion has no connection among its cur¬
rent students and history.”
He said that coming back to tell his
story about Morehouse is important to
him. “So many experiences I had there
informed me who I am,” he said.
Root, a lawyer who resides in Mis¬
souri, described his experience at More¬
house from the first week of orienta¬

tion to attending classes and living on
campus. He said that when he arrived
at the enrollment office, he felt out of
place. “The first day I will never forget,”
said Root, “I wanted to crawl out of my
skin.” He explained how he stuck out
in the crowd. “I never forgot I was the
white guy. People look to you as an
authority figure whether you want it or
not, that’s what it is,” Root said.
After Root finished speaking, Steph¬
anie Borges ’04 shared her experiences
in attending Spelman, the traditionally
black Christian Academy for Women,
sister school to Morehouse, in her lec¬
ture called “Education for Liberation,
the African American Experience: The
Spelman Exchange Program.” Borges
said that adjusting to a Bates lifestyle
was difficult because coming from a La¬
tino/African-American section of Con¬
necticut to a white-dominated campus
was a “culture shock.”
“Bates couldn’t offer me enough
multi-cultural studies courses. I needed
to go where I could be comfortable,”
Borges said,
Similar to Root’s anecdotes, Borges
said that her experience was empower¬
ing and motivating. She said that there
was a spiritual bond at Spelman that
could not be found at Bates. Both Root
and Borges found that the black institu¬
tions in the South shaped their personal
and spiritual identities.
Borges said she came back from
her Spelman experience renewed. “Ev¬
eryone around you is your obligation.
Respect is not about you, it’s about pay¬
ing attention to others,” she said.
Both speakers recommend the
Morehouse/Spelman experience. Borg¬
es said that she went into it with “an
open mind and a clear consciousness,
but came out with a broader mind.”

Institute Held
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ings seem to differ, which inclined them
to conclude that power had multiple
definitions and was largely relative to
one’s own frame of thinking. Therefore,
according to Tadros, social injustice
stems from one group of people claim¬
ing some form or definition of power
over another group of people.
Lastly Roger Wareham, the inter¬
national secretary general in the As¬
sociation Against Torture, came to
the podium. He started his discussion
by pointing out the unfortunate com¬
placency toward the issues in society
that some students take on in college.
“Sometimes in academic environments
you can get caught up in the objec¬
tive, observational aspect of things,” he
warned. Wareham called his audience
to act on the issues of injustice beyond
the campus grounds. He stated that we
live in “a world where organization of
people affects change.”
Wareham spoke of the issue of
reparations as the key issue for blacks
today. The transatlantic slave trade was
a crime against humanity, he said, and
the economies of the Western world
were built off of this system of African
servitude. “You can’t understand the
underdevelopment of Africa without
understanding the development of Eu¬
rope,” Wareham said. He believes that
reparations give the African and Afri¬
can-American community the right to
develop.

Silver Explores Stem Cells, GMOs
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

many stick to the belief that “food is not
an experiment,” and fight the develop¬
ment and introduction of GMOs. But
in the East, as Silver explained, he has
been witness to the growing number of
genetically modified “experiments”—
ones that have provided an increasing
amount of food to poorer nations. Silver
talked of the common notion held in the
West, the one that says that “nature is
good, synthetic is bad.” In his view, this
idea is hurting the West, and he cited
the fact that it uses more than half of its
land mass for agricultural purposes. The
amount of land used will only increase

as populations increase, he said. Silver
also pointed out the common notion
that “organic is always better,” but re¬
minded us that from looking at labels of
things consumed every day, “the same
chemicals that we shy away from are
present in the stuff we eat, whether it’s
organic or not.”
Silver’s main message was that in
order for the planet to continue to be
able to sustain the human population
as it grows, it needs to move in a di¬
rection that is more comfortable with
biotechnology. On the topic of GMOs,
he stated that the “best way to maintain
wilderness, besides stabilizing the hu¬
man population, is through biotechnol¬

ogy—biotechnology targeted at grow¬
ing more goods on less land, with less
impact on the environment at large.”
Additionally, Silver pointed out that if
environmentalists and humanitarians
could sit down together and address the
issues, then they could probably very
easily come to a consensus about the
use of biotechnology.
Silver is the author of two books
on this topic—in addition to his most
recent, he wrote “Remaking Eden” in
1977, a book about biomedical engi¬
neering that has since been translated
into 16 languages.

Top Investor Explains Global Energy Market
ALEXANDRA KELLY
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Dan Rice ’73, who manages two
mutual funds for BlackRock Inc., deliv¬
ered a lecture: “The Politics of Energy:
How did we get here and where are we
going?” Wednesday. He discussed the
energy market and related it to Home¬
land Security and the environment.
Rice, a Certified Public Accountant,
has managed BlackRock Global Re¬
sources Fund since its launch in 1990.
The fund, closed to new investors since
January 2005, is the best-performing
energy fund for the last 10 years, ft is
up an average of 17.22 percent per year
over that period as compared to 13 52
percent for the broader energy market
-- also making the fund one of the top
10 best-performing mutual funds.
Rice also manages BlackRock AllCap Global Resources Fund, which is
still open to new investors. Like Black¬
Rock Global Resources Fund, it invests
more than 80 percent of its assets in
companies directly involved in and as¬
sociated with global energy and natural
resources.
Rice first reminded his audience
that energy markets are not perfect.
“The people in Washington who con¬
trol the energy policy in our country
put on their pants one leg at a time,” he
said. “They are capable of misreading
situations and making mistakes.”
He said that commodities follow a
boom/bust cycle, following changes in
both prices and levels of supply and
demand. Rice explained the trends of
the last five years through an examina¬
tion of the markets of 1980-85, what he
called the last boom/bust cycle.
Considering the average decline
in production of major oil fields and
the increases in the market from new
sources projected to come into the mar¬
ket, Rice expects trends in oil to remain
constant for the next five years.
He identified the major flaws in that
argument, though: that this estimate as¬
sumes that the projected sources will
“come onstream,” that nothing else is

happening elsewhere in the energy
market to cause major shifts in oil de¬
mand and that the decline rate of cur¬
rent oil fields remains the same.
When an oil field begins to decline,
he said, its production will decrease by
at least 10 percent each year. The diffi¬
culty with predicting the decline of ma¬
jor fields is that details are considered
“state secrets” by the countries holding
them. “We will be blindsided when a
decline begins,” he said.
A global decline rate of six percent
is what Rice calls “peak oil:” the point
from which the market will not recov¬
er, as decline outstrips production. He
compared the energy market to “driv¬
ing down a road with a cliff at the end,
with geopolitical and weather bombs
on the roadside.”
The question for Homeland Securi¬
ty, Rice said, is whether the U.S. should
become less dependent on for¬
DAVE ROSENZWEIG/THE BATES STUDENT
eign oil. To become energy in¬
dependent, the U.S. would have
them “a waste of money.” For example,
to use its natural coal reserves, at a total
he said, “ethanol is a great political so¬
cost of $450 billion: roughly, Rice said,
lution, but doesn’t really matter in the
the cost of the war in Iraq so far.
real world.”
Because the burden of such a proj¬
Rice said that any solution will like¬
ect would fall to taxpayers with sur¬
ly be in the more distant future, rather
charges on electricity bills and because
than through anything done by any of
coal does more damage to the environ¬
those currently in power. “I think my
ment, Rice said that it won’t happen.
generation can’t do it,” he said. “It’s go¬
“It’s political suicide to support energy,”
ing to come from your generation, and
he said. “There’s not a political solu¬
you will have to make the sacrifices.
tion that’s palatable.” For anything to
There’s the light, it’s in your hands.”
change, he said, “the request for a so¬
A biology major at Bates, Rice did
lution must come from the population.
not take his first economics class until
There needs to be a crisis to make poli¬
his senior year. He examines long-term
ticians move.”
trends rather than short-term fluctua¬
To make coal use as environmentions in the energy market. “I do every¬
tally-friendly as possible, he said, would
thing top-down, at the macro level,” he
cost another $200 billion, and would
said. This helped him to maintain the
mean little unless other nations did the
fund during the late 1990s, when it was
same. China, in particular, cares more
performing behind the broader market.
for stability and growth than environ¬
Rice recommended that those inter¬
mental awareness. Chinese electricity
ested in the energy market should read
demand growth is currently 5-5 times
“Twilight in the Desert,” by Matt Sim¬
that of the U.S., and carbon dioxide
mons. He gets much of his information
production is expected to overstep that
about current trends in the energy mar¬
of the U.S. by 2009.
ket at lnvestorVillage.com. “The CWEI
Though other solutions, such as al¬ ^message board has t||e best energy ana¬
terative fuel sources, factor heavily in
lyst on the web,” he said.
politics and in the media, Rice called
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Last weekend, that line
of communication was
literally severed for sev¬
eral minutes when the
cable was run over by a
piece of the set, leaving
Ayotte in the dark until
the cord was repaired.
“Alright, let’s get
the show on the road.”
Within moments of her
cue, the lights dimmed,
the projector started and
the play began.
The goal of the stage
crew is typically to ap¬
pear invisible to the au¬
dience. Dressed entirely
in black, whispering
over the headsets and
rushing around behind
the curtain, the crew co¬
ordinated the lighting,
audio effects and set
changes, keeping the
audience
entertained
and focused on the ac¬
tors, not the mechanics
of pulling off the show.
Punctuated
mo¬
ments of chaos charac¬
terized the backstage
atmosphere, with crises
of varying degrees be¬
ginning before the cur¬
tain roses.
One minute before
Sunday’s performancfe
began, Ayotte told a
member of her crew,
who had shown up sig¬
nificantly late and left
the rest of the team in
the lurch, he was no
longer welcome on set.
The crewmember told
to relay the message to
the tardy stagehand did
not at first believe Ayo¬
tte was serious, but her
split-second
decision
was final.
“We had to delegate
all of his work,” she
CONOR HURLEY/THE BATES STUDENT
said, “But he can’t show
Crew members prepare to change the set while an actress exits stage right in a recent perforup one minute prior to
mance of "The Skin of Our Teeth"
show time,” Ayotte con¬
tinued, as she partioned
vided nearly all of the room’s nominal
CONOR HURLEY
out the suddenly un¬
light, lay a tattered, note-filled binder claimed responsibilities.
MANAGING ARTS EDITOR
which held her copy of “The Skin of Our
Saturday night, the projector, which
In a small, barely-lit, closet-sized Teeth” script from which she orchestrat¬ was used to open the performance,
room Amanda Ayotte ’07 controlled the ed the two-and-a-half-hour show.
failed to show any video, though the
“Hey, guys. We’re five minutes to,” audio feed worked and was sufficient to
stage like a puppeteer, guiding the crew
and actors like marionettes. Beneath the Ayotte said over the headset which cover for the technical malfunction.
two small halogen lights, which pro- connected her to her seven-man crew.
Being short a member was not the

Saget Performs for a

'Full House'
was a “bad idea.” Saget went on to joke
about a homosexual relationship with
John Stamos, who played Uncle Jessie
Over 1,400 people packed into the from “Full House.” Dave Coulier, or
Gray Cage last night to see comedian Joey from the show, was also a target
Bob Saget, Dean Tannenbaum said. in Saget’s material, but the Olsen twins
Saget, who is known for his roles in and the other actresses who played his
“Full House” and “America’s Funniest daughters were hardly mentioned.
Home Videos,” is currently on a college
Saget closed the show with an
tour.
acoustic rendition of songs by Coldplay,
Saget’s clean-cut TV personal¬ Led Zeppelin, Eric Clapton and Hoobasity Danny Tanner, the father on “Full tank with words that summarized much
House,” was a stark contrast to his stand- of his act and ended with a final song
up persona. Recognized as a promoter titled “Danny Tanner is Not Gay.” Saget
of family values on “Full House,” Saget’s was very appreciative of the audience,
comedy act is known for shocking his at one point stating “you guys are such
audience because of
good people, I
its vulgar content and
can’t even insult
ruthless sexual com¬
you” and “I can’t
mentary.
believe the entire
"You guys are such
Once in the Gray
student popula¬
Cage, Saget imme¬
tion is here!”
good people I can't
diately jumped into
With
ap¬
his act.
“Can you
proximately 1,050
even insult you,"
get your master’s at
of the tickets sold
Saget said, while
Bates? , Master Bates?
to Bates students,
You all must get that
Saget ticket
mocking a handful of the
a lot.” He went on
sales were “ex¬
to apologize, saying
ceptional,”
said
students in the
“I’m sorry, so much
Ky Winborn ’07,
family TV fucks you
co-president
of
audience.
up... You walk down
the Chase Hall
the street after doing
Committee.
those shows and you
“We’ve been
hate yourself.” Saget
talking about do¬
continued with jokes about his ex-wife ing something different [from a concert]
and daughters, commenting at length for years, and Bob Saget can draw a
about his recent run-in with his 13- crowd,” Winborn said.
year-old daughter’s thong. Much of his
Bates students tend to purchase
jokes alluded to relations with younger around 800 tickets for most shows, in¬
women, including banging his daugh¬ cluding last year when Trey Anastasio
ters’ friends and going to prison for rela¬ came to campus, Winborn said. The
tions with a young girl.
Saget show, however, attracted almost
Some of the largest applause drawn 300 more purchases than usual. Around
from the audience came when Saget re¬ 100 of the remaining tickets for Saget
enacted his cameo appearances in the went to Bowdoin and Colby students
films “The Aristocrats” and “Half Baked.” with the rest to the general public of
Equally as vulgar as the content of his Lewiston/Auburn and other surround¬
stand-up material,, .Saget’s line from ing areas of Maine.
ALI MORRIS
DEPUTY EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

homosexual favors, a gig Saget teased

only challenge the crew had to contend
with Sunday afternoon; Adam Leichter,
the play’s lead, had been plagued by
a sore throat for the past few perfor¬
mances and was forced to cut substan¬
tial sections from his dialogue to save
his strained voice. Ayotte pointed out
one section where the actor cut nearly a
page from one of his monologues.
Between acts, as she ran from the
sound booth to the stage through a
maze of hallways and rooms, Ayotte
slowed her pace to speak momentarily
with Leichter, who asked if it was obvi¬
ous that he was cutting lines. “Yes, but
you’re cutting the right ones,” she told
the beleaguered actor.
Arriving at the stage, the curtain
kept the frantic happenings from tjie
eyes of the audience, Ayotte ran off to
assist a crewmember who was wheeling
in a large piece of the set from the right.
In the middle of the stage, an actress
- still decked out in a 1940’s style dress,
with her hair up in an elaborate bun
- was on her knees, power drill in hand,
screwing a bench into the stage for the
next scene.
“Boardwalk coming down,” yelled
Peter Gruner ’09 warning the cast and
crew that he was about to drop the
large plywood boardwalk scene that
served as the center piece of the second
act’s set. Within seconds the crety had
secured the boardwalk placard and was
frantically rushing to get ready.
“Positions, get to your positions,”
shouted Ayotte, as she ran back to the
sound booth, making a pass through
both dressing rooms to ensure the cast
had made it back to the stage. “Whew,
one minute ahead of schedule,” she
said, just catching her breath from her
dizzying sprint through the underbelly
of Schaeffer Theater.
For all the problems that arose dur¬
ing the two week run of “The Skin of
Our Teeth,” Ayotte was proud that the
crew had risen above every incident
and succeeded in keeping the audience
oblivious to the issues. “No matter what
went wrong, we always found a way to
cover it up... There is always some little
crisis, but it always turns out fine.”
To hide the mistakes, the crew would
occasionally revise the script mid-play,
coordinating the additions over their
headsets. The diversions from the script
in Sunday's show eventually cut nearly
15 minutes from the play's length.
Ayotte credited the adaptability of
the cast and crew to the over 100 hours
of preparation time they put in during
the months preceeding the show.
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'Borat' Exposes
Cultural
Stereotypes in
the 'U, S and A'
KRISTIN MASINO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The real-life encounters of Sacha
Baron Cohen as 'Borat,' while hilarious,
show a side of American culture that we
sometimes don’t like to acknowledge.
Cohen truly hits the mark in his
new comedy, “Borat: Cultural Learning
of America for Make Benefit Glorious
Nation of Kazakhstan.” Borat, a journal¬
ist hailing from Kazakhstan, comes to
the United States or “the U, S and A,” as
his character would say, to film a docu¬
mentary. Those who watch Cohen’s
HBO comedy “Da Ali G Show” will be
familiar with his character Borat, one
of three alter egos that he plays on the
show.
Before seeing the movie, one might
expect a light-hearted portrayal of Ka¬
zakhstan, poking fun at a nation very
different from our own, where cows
are housed in bedrooms, siblings are
oddly intimate and clock-radios are
considered new technology. However,
just several minutes into the movie we
learn that Cohen’s intent is not to just
mock Kazakhstan, but to unmask the
ugly truth behind many American cul¬
tural prejudices and stereotypes.
Cohen hits on all aspects of preju¬
dice - from misogyny to racism to ho¬
mophobia. He pokes the most fun at
his own Jewish heritage by making Bo¬
rat an anti-Semite. He plays upon Jew¬
ish stereotypes in a scene where he is
staying at a bed and breakfast run by an
elderly Jewish couple.
First, he becomes fearful of their
Jewish paintings hanging in the living
room and later, when two cockroaches
crawl under the door, he becomes fran¬
tic, thinking that the innkeepers have
“shifted their shape” and are coming
to attack him in search of money. He
throws money at the bugs before mak¬
ing his getaway.
The next day he attempts to buy
a gun from a gun shop and asks the
owner for the best gun “for shooting a
Jew.” The owner unflinchingly replies,
it would probably be a 9mm.
In a blatant display of racism, Borat
See BORAT, page 6

Fishing for a Good Meal: Choose Fishbones
MICHAEL SHERMAN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Last November, Paul and Kate Landry
decided to bring a new twist to the LA restaurant scene, opening Fishbones
American Grill, a restaurant focused
on creative and alternative seafood. A
talented team of chefs is led by Scott
Reny, who previously worked in the
Commons kitchen. The highest quality
fish available is purchased directly from
markets in Portland and Boston. Fish is
not the only thing on the menu, which
has alternative options ranging from
beef and chicken to vegetarian cuisine.
Located in the multi-million dollar
renovation of the Bates Mill complex,
the restaurant has a warm, open feel.
The tall ceilings, brick walls and open
kitchen give it the allure of a Portland
or Boston restaurant.
After being seated at a table over¬
looking the Androscoggin River, the at¬
tentive server, John Myers, told us about
the numerous specials being served that
evening. A large number of specials are
available to allow for the freshest fish to
be served each night.
Appetizers range from Mussels Marguerita to Pacific Rim Calamari, but own¬
er Paul recommended the restaurant’s
signature dish of Sesame Tuna Sashimi.
The tuna was sesame encrusted then
pan seared with a wasabi glaze and
served with stir-fried vegetables, crispy
noodles and placed on a plate with four
different sauces including plum, mango,
spicy orange and sweet and sour. These
fruity sauces complemented the spicy
wasabi. This was the best and most
creative tuna dish I have tried yet.
Entrees are served with fresh bread
and soup or salad. Clam chow- der
was the superior choice,
as it was loaded

with fresh clams and served in a creamy
broth. Healthier appetizer options are
the house and caesar salads.
The numerous entree choices in¬
clude salmon, shrimp and scallops,
roasted chicken, duet of pork, pasta
with lobster and crabmeat, as well as
the kitchen’s daily specials. Fishbones is
known for its delectable sauces and cre¬
ative preparations, which vary by dish
and range from braised sweet red cab¬
bage apple kraut and pomegranate gla¬
ce accompanying the salmon, to a spicy
plum glaze accompanying the pork.
Fishbones offers a vegetarian special,
which changes daily. This evening’s op¬
tion was a filo dough puff pastry filled
with fresh vegetables and served with
sauteed spinach.
I ended up going with my waiter's
recommendation of a special of coconut
encrusted mahi-mahi, which was served
with a black bean and corn salsa. The
sweetness of the coconut contrasted the
mahi-mahi extremely
well; however, it
did not blend
well with the
spicy
black
bean and corn
salsa, which is
delicious in its
own respect,
but not with
this specific dish.
Even better
was
a

See AUDIENCE, pageS

Fishbones waiter John Myers shows off two of the restaurants entrees.

deconstructed beef Wellington, which
consists of skillet seared filet mingon
served atop a delicate pastry filled with
foraged mushrooms and gorgonzola
cheese. The richness of the steak blend¬
ed well with the creative pastry.
Options for dessert change nightly
and may include a light pumpkin-fla¬
vored custard topped with maple sugar
or a bourbon and pecan tart. I sampled
a warm apple bread pudding served
with vanilla ice cream. This dish was
good; however, the fresh apple taste
was non-exisistant.
Fishbones is unlike most other res¬
taurants in the Lewiston-Auburn area
with regard to its selection of fish and
its creativity of sauces and preparations.
The atmosphere is great for a birthday
celebration or just a fun night with a
group of friends. Call ahead for a res¬
ervation even during the week to avoid
the disappointment of not being able to
get a table.
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Audience Appreciates
Saget's Vulgar Humor

Strange Bedfellows Experiment with New Format
SARAH DUNN
ASSISTANT ARTS EDITOR

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

While it took approxi¬
mately $30,000 to book
Saget, Winborn estimates
that ticket sales brought in
anywhere from $15,000 to
$17,000. As for reactions
to the show, the other co¬
president of the CHC Mike
Springer ’07 stated “Saget
was very easy to work
with, he liked performing
for Bates.”
Winborn agreed and
said “The show was an
overall success. We used
every single seat we could
find on campus to fill the
Gray Cage, and there were
still people left standing.”

AMELIA LARSEN/THE BATES STUDENT

Price and participation yriay vary,
2006 McDonald's '

Students were bursting through the Ronj doors
Thursday night anxiously awaiting the Strange Bedfel¬
lows’ performance. Their bi-weekly shows have de¬
veloped quite a reputation for outlandish humor and
wit; students stand pressed up against every wall just to
catch a glimpse of them.
The Bedfellows, run by Lee Spivak '08, have ac¬
quired three new members: Will Gardner.'09, Zach Bain
TO and Lily Sullivan TO. While some took a little more
time to relax on stage, all eventually let loose, causing
the crowd to laugh heartily
“Last year, when 1 went to a Strange Bedfellows
show, I left not really loving improv. I hadn’t ever really
seen an improv show before, but this year they were so
funny! I could not stop laughing,” exclaimed one audi¬
ence member.
“The group has a totally different chemistry than last
year. We have a great dynamic, and we all really love
working with each other on and off stage,” said Lexi
Kirsch '09, Thursday night's emcee. There is a rotating
schedule of emcees, who are in charge of scheduling
rehearsals, hosting the performance and developing the
show’s format.
Previously, the Strange Bedfellows have used short
form improv; quick, unrelated scenes generated by the
suggestions of audience members. Thursday’s perfor¬
mance, however, marked the introduction of long form
improvisational comedy. Long form improv produces a
more cohesive and progressive story. The cast uses the
initially spontaneous moments, characters and plot ideas
to build upon and create an improvisational narrative.
“Improv is a pretty challenging genre of theater be¬
cause you are literally creating characters right on the
spot. A lot of people don’t really know how it works,
but there are actually many rules that an improviser fol¬
lows in order to create scenes that flow well, have char¬
acters that work well together and are funny,” explained
Kirsch.

Thursday’s performance began with the word “chick¬
en,” thanks to one vocal Ronj spectator and miraculous¬
ly expanded into a number of interrelated scenes and
conflicts. What began as a farm animal became a high
school reunion, a math class romance and the unfortu¬
nate undertakings of a foreign exchange student named
“Pedro."
In most, improv comedy shows audiences are intro¬
duced to hilarious characters who instantly disappear
when the skit ends. However, in the long form style the
Bedfellows employed, viewers could revisit each hys¬
terical persona cast members created. Once meeting the
romantically troubled Zach, audiences could follow^ his
quest for love in calculus class.
The performance, despite its continuity, maintained
the impulsive nature of improvisational comedy. The
impulsive aspect of the art manifested itself in outra¬
geous physical comedy. From actors rolling on the floor,
feigning intoxication and dismemberment to vulgar
hand movements and crude dancing, each character
was wholly embodied by all.
“I’ll be a tangent to your curves,” Bain incoherently
muttered, attempting to proposition his beloved math
partner, played by Kirsch. This is an example of the
multitudes of clever one-liners characterizing the show.
It is this creative, eccentric and above all humorous
tone the Bedfellows wish to sustain throughout the year;
as well as the large crowd that came to witness it.
“I am a very tough critic when it comes to our showvS
and my performance. There is always room for im¬
provement, but I think most of our shows have been
very well put together and performed. Our turnouts
have been absolutely wonderful and consistent. I love
that there is so much support,” said Kirsch.
While not a new addition to the Ronj campaign for
the arts, the Bedfellows are certainly one of its forerun¬
ners - quickly becoming coffeehouse celebs.

Ugly Truth of American Cultural
Stereotypes Revealed in 'Borat1
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

’ - o’-:

the
menu
with a

never ending

happy
hour.

i’m lovin’ it*

finds himself at a rodeo in the south talking to an oldtime cowboy before going out and singing the Kazakh¬
stan national anthem. The man tells him that he might
want to consider shaving his mustache because he “looks
Muslim” with it, and the audience would not be recep¬
tive. Without the mustache, they would just think he is
Italian. The same man then agrees with Borat that homo¬
sexuals should “be hunted down.”
This type of display shows that the joke - is re¬

ally on those in America who hold these views,
and not necessarily on Borat and his country.
Despite the Kazakhstan government being concerned
about tourism and a poor public image after Cohen’s
movie debuted, it is ultimately a more accurate portrayal
of the faults of American society.
If out-of-date technology and cars run by mules are
the biggest faults of Kazakhstan, they don’t have much to
worry about. However, the outrageous displays of racism
and prejudice in America are much more serious faults
than simply owning a VCR and not a DVD player.

Orchestra Plays Silence
CONOR HURLEY
MANAGING ARTS EDITOR

Silence is not typically expected from a musical en¬
semble, but the Bates College Orchestra presented si¬
lence in both audible and inaudible forms in its concert
Saturday evening.
Based on the works of Igor Stravinsky, Charles Ives,
Claude Debussy and Maurice Ravel the recital displayed
the musical talents of students, faculty and local musi¬
cians from throughout Maine, in addition to a strong
contingent of 22 Bates students.
The performance, the orchestra’s first of the year,
began with Stravinsky’s THistoire du Soldat” (Soldiers
Tale). Seven community musicians comprised the group
of performers for this segment, which was followed
quickly by the full orchestra which was a composite of
members of the community and Bates students.
"This was my favorite program out of my last three
years with the Bates Orchestra. 1 welcomed the op¬
portunity to play contemporary pieces and I'm pleased
with how it turned out," said Jessica Liberman '07, a
violinist.
“The Unanswered Question” by Ives and “Prelude a
l’apres-midi d’un faune” (The Afternoon of a Faun) by
Debussy were played with out pause and comprised
the majority of the recital prior to the intermis¬
sion.
In his program notes, the orchestra’s
conductor Hiroya Miura wrote, “1’Apresmidi was one of the first pieces to
orchestrate silence.” The orchestra’s
performance in Olin was much
the same, coordinating literal
moments of silence and slow,
quiet, tranquil melodies.
Within TApres-midi” DebuSsy had attempted to portray
the thoughts of a faun frolick¬
ing in a field. Saturday, the
mind of the young faun
was
well-represented
by the orchestra, whose
hushed tones marked with mo¬
ments of increased excitement
captured the fleeting nature
of the animal Debussy had in¬
tended portray when set out
to create the piece in 1892.
“The
Unanswered
Question” plays mostly
with the subtle allusion
to silence made mostly
through the gentle into¬
nations of the strings.

This subtlety is contrast with the increasingly frenet¬
ic pace of the flutes. "Ma mere 1'oye" (Mother Goose
Suite), which was originally written as a piano duet,
closed out the night's recital.
The performance, which unlike the
original 'THistoire du Soldat" was per¬
formed as simply a musi-cal perfor¬
mance with¬
out actors or
narration.
The orches¬
tra was wellreceived the
audience of
about 200 peo¬
ple and nearly
filled
Olin
Concert
Hall.

CONOR HURLEY^THE BATES STUDENT
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Bates Basketball: Playoff Bound?
Coffin and Franklin Look to Win
it All with Eight New-Comers
JESSIE SAWYER
ASSSITANT SPORTS EDITOR

This winter, women’s basketball looks
to bounce back from last year’s heart¬
breaking losses to Bowdoin in the NESCAC Tournament finals and Bridgewater
College in the first round of NCAAs. Aside
from the two upsets in the previous sea¬
son, the team championed an 8-1 confer¬
ence record and a 19-9 season record,
losing only to Bowdoin in the NESCAC
regular season and only once at home.
While the record is respectable, Head
Coach Jim Murphy recognizes room for
improvement in the 2007 campaign.
“Last year’s season was disappointing.
Although we finished with a 19-9 record,
we didn’t reach our two goals of winning
the NESCAC championship and advancing
in the NCAA Tournament,” said Murphy.
The women’s basketball program,
which was launched during the fall of
1968, has improved significantly since its
debut. Murphy, who graduated from Bates
in 1969, has coached Bates women’s bas¬
ketball since 1994. In that time, his teams
have collectively won approximately 73
percent of their games. The Bobcats have
qualified for the NCAA Division III Tour¬
nament in six of 12 seasons. For the past
four seasons, Bates has participated in the
NESCAC Tournament finals. This year,
Bates hopes to enhance its success with a
NESCAC championship title and a further
advancement in the NCAA Tournament.
Murphy tagged Bowdoin, Williams
and USM as the toughest opponents Bates

Ray and Stockwell Lead One of
Strongest Bates Squads Ever

will play this season. Bates has dropped
games to Bowdoin in the NESCAC Tour¬
nament finals for the past four consecu¬
tive years. The Bobcats have not won a
game against the Polar Bears since 2004.
In 1997, USM won an NCAA Sweet Six¬
teen bout against Bates, advancing to the
Elite Eight. This winter, the Bobcats are on
the prowl to be NESCAC Champions for
the second time in Murphy’s career.
Murphy expressed pleasure with prac¬
tices thus far. “The players are working ex¬
ceptionally hard and are trying to grasp
all of the offensive and defensive concepts
being taught.”
The team graduated former captain
Annie Whiting ’06 and Kyla Decato ’06,
yet returns Maggie Fitzgerald ’07, Sarah
Barton ’08, Matia Kostakis ’08, Val Beck¬
with ’09 and Shawn Lanchantin ’09. Meg
Coffin ’07 will assume her second year
as captain of the squad, alongside Katie
Franklin ’07.
Several new-comers will join the vet¬
erans, making up over half of the team in
numbers. Emma Bystrom TO, Klara Bys¬
trum TO, Teal Caroll TO, Liz Casline TO,
Kellie Goodridge TO, Danielle Schaefers
TO, Lauren Yanofiky TO and Danielle Ga¬
gnon ’08 will step onto the court as Bob¬
cats for the first time this season.
“We have several first year players
who were chosen because they are tal¬
ented players and earned their spot on the
team,” explained Murphy.
The Bobcats tip off the season on
Npv. 18 in the Babson Invitational Tour¬
nament.

Bobcat of
the Week
Terence Ryan '07
A defensive end,
Ryan led the Bob¬
cats in sacks for the
second straight sea¬
son. Ryan set the
school record for
sacks in 2005 and
then broke his own
record this past sea¬
son,
with eleven
sacks. Last Saturday,
Ryan recorded 1.5
sacks against Hamil¬
ton in the team's first
victory.

DAVID BRODER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The men’s basketball team looks
poised to have one of their biggest
seasons to date. Success has been no
stranger to this team, as they have set
or tied their single-season record for
wins in each of the last three seasons.
This year, they are barely ranked out
of the top 25 in all of Division III
basketball by www.d3hoops.com.
Having lost only two seniors from
last year, this Bobcat team has a
great mix of experience and youthful
exuberance, which should take them
deep into the playoffs.
“Our first-year class is extremely
talented, and every freshman is ca¬
pable of helping us win games. This
year’s team is the deepest and most
talented team we’ve had since I’ve
been here, so expectations are high,”
said co-captain Zak Ray ’07.
Leading the squad* with Ray is cocaptain Rob Stockwell '07. Ray, an allaround great player, and Stockwell,
one of the best low-post players in
all of the NESCAC, complement each
other on and off the hardwood.
Last season, Stockwell led the
team in scoring and rebounds, aver¬
aging 15.8 points and 9-8 rebounds
per game. Ray, meanwhile, led the
team in minutes played and assists,
averaging 12.4 points and 5.4 assists
per game.
Joining Ray and Stockwell are

John Lattimer ’07, Damon McGinn
’07 and Sam Taylor ’07, three seniors
with experience that should help
guide this team in the right direc¬
tion.
The Bobcats also return stand-out
Bryan Wholey !08. Wholey averaged
13-3 points per game during the
2005-2006 campaign while playing
an average of 28.1 minutes.
In addition to the sophomores
and juniors returning to the team,
there are six new faces who should
add extra spice to this chili that is
the men’s basketball team.
First-years David Curley, Chris
Wilson, Neil Creahan, Marshal Hatch,
B.J. Dunne and Jimmy O'Keefe look
to have an impact early in their Bates
careers, adding depth and athleticism
to an already stacked Bobcat squad.
Coach Joe Reilly is in his tenth
season with the Bates men’s bas¬
ketball team and has a 73-31 record
over the last four seasons. Certainly
Coach Reilly has been successful
and provides great leadership and
authority to complement such a tal¬
ented team.
It is also noteworthy to point out
that the Bobcats play many of their
toughest games this season at home,
where last year they boasted a per¬
fect 11-0 record. This team certainly
brings it when playing at home, and
we should be witness to a couple of
big wins this year in Alumni.

Hockey Pastes Colby
Club in Home Opener
SAM EVANS-BROWN
STAFF WRITER

There was nothing about Satur¬
day night’s game between the Bates
and Colby hockey clubs that was not
one-sided. At the start of the game, the
Colby team had four substitutes and no
coach. When players were tired, they
would skate up to their box and point
to a teammate, who would grudgingly
get up and get out onto the ice.
Forty-five seconds into the game,
Sean O’Brien ’09 had already netted the
game’s first goal, and five minutes into
the game, Bates had more goals than
Colby had shots. The Colby players had
mis-matched jerseys and three players
didn’t arrive until between the second
and third periods.
In comparison, the Bates men were
disciplined and organized. By the end
of the game the score had settled at 9-1,
with the eight successive goals scored
by captain Nick Tierney '07 (3 goals),
Craig Blake '08, Wes Chaput TO, O’Brien
(2 more goals) and Carl Noblitt '07.
At one point, penalties cut the
teams down to four Bobcats on the ice
versus six Mules. Regardless of the mis¬
match, the puck still spent most of the
time at the Colby end. Frustration was
high among the White Mules, with the
token violent outburst exploding in the
third period. Tempers cooled quickly,

though, and the game continued with¬
out incident.
Their performance demonstrates
once again that Bates hockey deserves
the greater challenge that varsity sta¬
tus would bring, Tierney said. Though
Colby was probably one of the weak¬
er teams they would face, this type of
game was “typical” of what they would
see in the coming season he added.
“We’re one of the few schools
which doesn’t have a varsity team,1' said
Tierney. "So we get the better players
that other clubs lose to their varsity
squads.”
Tierney commented that the lopsid¬
ed contest was compounded by the fact
that the Bates team was “probably the
best I’ve seen in four years.” The players
that the team lost to graduation were
replaced by new first-years who “more
than fill” the vacancies on the team. He
points to the exemplary performances
of Wes Chaput TO, Sam Boyer TO and
Paul Stanton TO as examples of stand¬
out freshman.
The game was scheduled at the
beginning of the week as more of a
scrimmage because the team was “sick
of playing each other,” said Coach Tom
LeBlond.
Next Saturday’s game against Con¬
necticut College should be more repre¬
sentative of the challenges that the team
will face.

Swimming
And Diving
Enter 2007
Season
with Large
Aspirations
BRENDAN BRODEUR
STAFF WRITER

The Bates swimming and diving
team looks full of life as it gears up
for its 2007 season. The men’s team
finished up with a record of 3-7 last
season, while the women posted
five wins and six losses. Both teams
placed 10th in the NESCAC Champi¬
onships. Despite graduating five se¬
niors last year, both teams received
a new wave of swimmers to join the
squad.
Three first-years joined the men’s
team. Both Taylor Sosnowski TO
and Jake MacNaughton TO will be
new contributing racers with Ilya
Kashtelyan TO, a new diver. Leading
the men’s team this season is lone
senior distance swimmer Charles
Swanson ’07 and diver Dan Perry
’08.
The women gained an astonishing
eight new swimmers this year. Firstyear Annaliese Rudis will strength¬
en the women on the diving board,
while six other freshmen Bobcats
look to contribute in the swimming
lanes.
Sophomore Elizabeth Wilcox
joins the team for her first year as
well. The women’s team, boasting a
well-rounded 19 members, is led by
sprinter Michelle Parent ’08 and dis¬
tance/flyer Kris Gray'08.
With one man and four women
abroad this semester, they will join
the team as they return for the win¬
ter semester.
“We have a stronger team this
year than last year,” said Interim
Head Swimming Coach Mike McCol¬
lum.
Coach McCollum is filling the
shoes of Bates legend Dana Mulholland. Mulholland retired after coach¬
ing Bates swimming and diving for
18 years and is currently serving as
the Interim Director of Athletics.
McCollum, who served as the as¬
sistant swimming coach at Bates for
the last two years, is no doubt quali¬
fied, as he was a 10-time NESCAC
Champion swimmer.
“Last year, everyone ended the
season faster than they started, and
if we can do that, then the team is
going to get better and better,” said
McCollum.
Assisting McCollum will be Joe
Dematteo and Diving Coach Mike
Barley.
The first meet of the season will
be Saturday, Nov. 18 at Wesleyan
University in Middletown, Conn, be¬
fore the team leaves for Thanksgiv¬
ing Recess.

Women's XC Turns in Exceptional Performance at NCAA Regionals
ANDY PERCY
STAFF WRITER

1,
Bates runners lead
end.

The women’s cross country team had their
strongest showing in three years at the NCAA
Division III New England Regional meet on Sat¬
urday. The Bobcat’s seventh place performance
(235 points) was a significant step forward from
last year’s twelfth place finish. Forty-eight teams
participated in the championship event, in signif¬
icantly nicer weather than there was at NESCACs
two weeks ago. The course was a 6k loop wind¬
ing throughout the rolling hills of a golf course
in Springfield, Mass. The latest coach’s poll, re¬
leased prior to the race on Nov. 6, did not even
rank Bates as a top 10 team in the region. A few
weeks ago, ,co-captain Ann Lovely '07 said that
two big team goals at this meet would be to beat
Conn. College and Brandeis. Conn, ended up in
ninth place and Brandeis was 13th. Mission ac¬
complished.
Co-captain Kathryn Moore '07 led her team
for the last time with her 19th place performance
in 22:39 (6:05 per mile). Tire top 35 finishers earn
All-Region status and are honored at a ceremony
following the race, putting Moore in that group
for the first time. Moore's performanced quali¬
fied her for Nationals this upcoming weekend
in Ohio. It will be her first trip to Nationals for
cross country, and after a dominant season, giv¬
ing her something else to be thankful for next
Thursday.
Aviva Goldstein '08 crossed the line next in
43rd place with a time of 23:38, improving signif¬
icantly from her 67th place finish last year. While
* • TEAH MULLER '07/COURTESY PHOTO Moore and Goldstein separated themselves from
the rest of the tefctm up front, Bates ran together
the pack at NCAA regiohals this past week¬
in a pack for most of the race and only broke up

in tire final meters from the finish line. Emily Wil¬
liams ’07 wrapped up her collegiate cross coun¬
try career, and an amazing season, with a 53rd
place finish in 23:47. Esther Kendall TO was eight
seconds behind her. Kendall completed her firstever season of cross country by finishing 59th
at Regionals - quite an accomplishment. Molly
Balentine ’08 was two places behind in 6lst in
23:57, also improving on her 90th place finish
last year.
Jen Caban ’07 ran her last collegiate race, fin¬
ishing in 72nd with a time of 24:05. Abby Samuelson TO had a strong race, despite persistent
discomfort, and finished an impressive 107th in
the field of 321 runners.
The six teams that finished ahead of Bates
were all nationally ranked, including Middlebury
(73), Amherst (78), Williams (100), Tufts (118),
Keene State (160) and Colby (214). To their cred¬
it, Bates beat teams ranked far ahead of them, in¬
cluding Connecticut College (271), Coast Guard
(284), Brandeis (359) and MIT (360).
Head Coach Jay Hartshorn was very pleased
with how her team performed. “I don’t think we
could have placed any better,” Hartshorn said.
. “We beat a lot of good teams and really, from
top to bottom, we just wanted to get out and run
together. I thought that was executed really well
on our part.”
Williams ended her career on a high note
on Saturday. She came into the season and con¬
sistently rose to the challenges presented to her
every race. She never seemed to have an “off
race.”
“I was more focused on training, and I took
it more seriously,” said Williams in regard to her
preparation coining into and throughout the
season. “Also, having people to run with in the

workouts and races was great.”
Williams said that knowing Saturday’s race
was her final one positively affected how she
ran, and she praised her teammates for their en¬
couragement.
“It [being the last race] definitely motivated
me. I just wanted to stay with people I’ve been
working out with, especially with Aviva and Mol¬
ly. I knew that they were strong, and if I stayed
near them I would end up in a good place.”
What’s amazing to look at is the time gap be¬
tween Bates’ 2-5 runners over the past few years
and relative to the other teams in front of them
on Saturday. In 2004, the gap was 54 seconds..
Last season, the team reduced that gap to 38
seconds, and this year it was cut exactly in half
to a mere 19 seconds. Those 19 seconds gave
Bates the shortest 2-5 gap out of the top seven
teams from Saturday's race, making Bates the
deepest team out there - and it showed in their
pack strength. By comparison, despite their first
place overall finish, Middlebury’s 2-5 split was 35
seconds. Second place Amherst was 49 seconds.
Third , place Williams was 46 seconds. Fourth
place Tufts was 1:07. Fifth place Keene State was
2:24. Sixth place Colby was 1:53.
Hartshorn commented that, for this race, the
team tried to execute what they do in practice:
running together in packs.
“There’s no difference between the second
and seventh runner on our team,” said Harts¬
horn, “they go back and forth all the time. They
made a decision to run together, and once they
were out there they realized that it is so much
easier to do that. They took a chance. Therefore,
we beat a ton of teams that might have had two
runrjgrs way ahead of us, but we got our top f^e
across the line before most other teams did.”
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Offense and Defense Click, Bates Flattens Hamilton

Imboden mourns the
predicted loss of his
49ers and argues
against the relocation
of successful and sto¬
ried sports franchises
TOMMY IMBODEN
SPORTS COLUMNIST

Earlier
this
week, I had maybe
the worst experi¬
ence a sports fan
can have. I was pe¬
rusing
ESPN.com
mid-week and read
the headline claim¬
ing that the San
Francisco 49ers, my beloved home¬
town football team, were planning to
move the franchise. The early reports
had them going to either Santa Clara
or Los Angeles, a borderline sign of
the apocalypse. Later reports claimed
that the team was likely to stay in the
MORGAN BROWN '07/COURTESY PHOTO
Bay Area, and that now they are nar¬
Football
seniors,
with
hands
on
the
game
ball,
celebrate
their
first
victory
of
the
season
against
Hamilto
this
past
Saturday.
rowing in on Santa Clara, the location
of the team’s headquarters. For what
touchdown pass from Brandon Co¬
Forced to play catch-up the rest
tect and move the ball in its best ef¬
TOMMY IMBODEN
it's worth, the team will still keep the
lon
’08
to
Dylan
MacNamara
’07.
of
the
way,
the
Continentals
were
fort of the season.
SPORTS COLUMNIST
name 'San Francisco' as long as it is
Defensively, the Bobcats had one
On Hamilton’s ensuing posses¬
unable to gain the offensive edge.
in the Bay Area.
sion, Corey Pattison ’08 blocked The Sack Pack put consistent pres¬
of their best games of the season,,
As any loyal sports fan, I had a
Led by a stifling defense and a
Hamilton’s punt attempt. Defensive
sure on the Hamilton quarterbacks,
limiting Hamilton to ,134 total yards
wide range of emotions—anger and
balanced offense, the Bobcats domi¬
end Terence Ryan ’07 fell on the ball
and the secondary covered well and
of offense, and only 17 yards rushing
frustration initially—disbelief and
nated the Hamilton Continentals, 20at Hamilton’s five-yard line. Though
was able to intercept four passes on
on 24 carries. Adam Kavce T)- and
incomprehension afterwards. All my
6,
for
their
first
victory
of
the
season
Kev in Reyes 08 both, intercepted two
the offense could not punch the
the day.
fond memories of great 49er players
this
Saturday.
passes,'
apd Kayce': nearly: returned
ball
into
the
endzone,
place-kicker
On
their
final
possession.
Ham¬
and moments seemed futile and irrel¬
The Bobcats were able to control
Andrew Johnson ’10 connected on
ilton was stuffed on fourth down .one for a. touchdown. • ' / y.
evant. It really was one of the most
the game from the outset and finish
a 21-yard field goal—his second of with less than'two miriUteS left in the :•;; i The Suck Pack once again came
helpless feelings I’ve ever had. I had
their
season
on
a
high
note.
fourth quarter. Bates was aide to sit
the day—to extend the lead .to 13to play, registering fouicdf (he team's
been betrayed by the first Bay Area
The first half was characterized ■ &; where it would remain throughout • on the bali/.and run out the clock for ’ five sacks; Anthony Begon ’08 and
sports team with which I fell in love.
by big plays from the Bates special
the victory:
. . .. JV’y
the half.
. ..
'.
, •
Terehce Ryan each had T.'5 sacks and
While the move is only about 45
teams'.:
Trailing
6-3
in
the
second
Offensively,
the
Bobcats
were
The
Bobcats
registered
the
first
Erie Qbdng '07 added One
minutes south of the city, if the move
quarter.
Bates
faced
d,
fourth
and,
points
of
the
second
half,
when
Co¬
led
by
the
trio
of
Colon,
MaCNamara
Ryan continued : his dominant
goes forward as planned, it will be
lon hit Matt Gregg '10 on a M-vard' and running back Jamie Walker ’07.
play,j pushing his total of season
the first time the franchise: has not . four on Hamilton’s 35-yard line. The
punt team trotted onto the field, but1 touchdown pass with 4:11 remain¬
Colon threw for 230 yards Jind two sacks,to 11 and breaking the school
been based within the city limits. In
the
call
was
for
a
fake
to
fullback
ing
in
the
quarter.
The
touchdown
touchdowns.
MacNamara ; caught
record, which he set last Season.
1995 when the Cleveland Browns, an
Adain Poplaski O'7, who took the •was Colon's, second of the, day and
eight balls for 66 yards and'a score,
■the Bobcats end their season
equally established though' less illus¬
cgrfy.: eight yards for a first down.’ capped a 6-plav. 3,7-yard drive to put
while Walker accounted for 162
with a final record of 1-7T
trious franchise, relocated I cpuld not
'
■
'Ml
yards. The offense was able to pro¬ '
fathom how a team that JVad gained The drive would result ip a 10-vard • Bates ahead 20-6. '
so much from its attachment to a city
could actually move.
1 felt bad for the Browns fans,
but for some reason FTelt they had
something to do with the move; -they
didn’t want the team. efiod^h, didn't
support it enough. But after the news .
of this recent week, j realized that
He pointed to a need to develop
class of first-years. A solid program of
} career. Also Doug Brecher TO also ran
SAM EVANS-BROWN
every loyal sports fan is vulnerable.
a solid race, finishing in 69th place with
consistency and confidence as the key to
year-round development, coupled with
STAFF WRITER
The prospective rriOve further
being able to compete in future years.
talented runners, will keep Bates com¬
a time of 27:21, the best race of his colemphasizes the irrelevance of the fan
petitive. Fereshetian points to a desire
■ legiate career so far.
“We arrive at a meet and experience
The 2006 cross-country running sea¬
in modern'sports. It is bad enough
Other Bobcats were held back by
a lot of anxiety and emotion that is seri¬
to have more runners achieving the Allson came to an ignominious close for
that fans are subjected to an obscene
circumstance. An ill Dylan McGuffin TO
ously detrimental to each athlete’s per¬
Regional level in this competition in the
the. Bobcats this weekend, with a 12th
amount of commercials during broad¬
formance.”
coming year, and in this manner to move
placed 80th with 27:35 and Conor Welch
place finish in the NCAA Division III re¬
casts and comically poor productions
In coming years, the Bobcats hope
Bates back into contention for a spot at
TO, running with a sore foot, placed
gional qualifying race. The overall title
of games (has anyone watched Joe
NCAA Nationals.
93rd with 27:48.
to attain a higher level of performance.
went to Williams, with Bowdoin coming
Buck and Tim McCarver or watched
“That’s how you have a team that
Coach Fereshetian noted, “if you
The team is strong, and though Mon¬
in a distant second.
MNF recently?).
this time of year is not ending their sea¬
asked any coach in the region, he would
sulick will be departing this spring, there
The team fell short of rivals such as
The fan has become so over¬
son, but extending their season,” said
point to similar problems in his own
are many able runners who can step up
Tufts (5th), Brandeis (6th) and Middielooked, so taken for granted, that a
team; it’s no excuse.”
to take his place, including a talented
Fereshetian.
bury (8th), who they had defeated ear¬
team such as the 49ers, a marquee
lier in the season during the Open New
franchise and one of the league’s
England Championships. The perfor¬
most successful franchises, can pack
mance of Tufts could merit the Jumbos
up and move. Obviously, the move is
a place at the NCAA National Champi¬
strictly financial, a means for owner
onships in Ohio, a place that the Bates
John York to cover his horrible man¬
team had its sights set on early in the
agement of the team. Clearly, he cares
season.
little about alienating a loyal fan base
The team was led once again by
and more for dollars, which is pre¬
Steve Monsulick ’07, but this time with¬
cisely the problem that has plagued
out the dominating performance that
the modern era of sports.
people have come to expect of him.
I understand that the team, in all
Monsulick finished the race in 21st place
likelihood, is only moving an hour
with a time of 26:22, and was followed
down the highway. But it is more
closely by Matt Dunlap ’08 in 25th with
symbolic than anything else. I am
26:26. Both runners ran at the All-Re¬
most annoyed by the ability of one
gional level.
man to uproot a team that so many
Monsulick ran well for the first three
people love and have a personal at¬
miles of the race, but couldn’t “close out
tachment to without any repercus¬
the last two miles, like he usually can
sions. It is a blatant sign that the fan
when he’s really on fire,” said Coach Al
really means nothing to an organiza¬
Fereshetian. He fell short of qualifying
tion except income. It is a tragic real¬
as an individual for Nationals by a mere
ization and one my ignorance could
three or four places. Had he qualified,
veil for only so long.
it would have been his third time rep¬
Now, I know not to make my al¬
resenting Bates at Nationals. Fereshetian
legiances too tight or too involved
was quick to point out that New Eng¬
because it clearly is not reciprocated.
land is one of the toughest regions, and
I’m still going to follow this year’s
All-Regional is by no means a small ac¬
team, but at a safe distance. If the
complishment.
team does move I don't know what I
However, the race was not a wash
will do. I guess I’m going to have to
for all of the Bates athletes. Dunlap ran
make up my mind when it happens. I
Doug Brecher '10 runs ahead of the paA this weekend at NCAA regionals. Brbcher placed 69th overall.
an exceptional race, attaining All-Re¬
guess this is the quandary for a mod¬
gional for the first time in his collegiate
ern-day sports fan.
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